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GUIDANCE SHEET

GAMBLING ACT 2005

EXEMPT LOTTERIES
The Gambling Act 2005 introduced three types of exempt lottery.  They are as follows:

1) Incidental non-commercial lotteries

These are lotteries held at non-commercial events, where all money raised at the event goes entirely to purposes that are not for private or commercial gain.  They must be run in accordance with the relevant regulations which state the maximum sums that promoters of incidental non-commercial lotteries may deduct from the proceeds of a lottery.  The limits are:

a) In respect of the cost of the prizes awarded in the lottery, the promoters may deduct no more than £500.00.

b) In respect of the costs incurred in organizing the lottery, the promoters may deduct no more than £100.00.

2)  Private society, work or residents lotteries

These are lotteries where tickets can only be sold to society members, workers in or residents of a premises.

3)  Customer lotteries

These are lotteries run by occupiers or business premises selling tickets only to customers on the premises itself.

